Which One of the Three?

O

nce upon a time a father who
was about to die called his three
sons to his bed to entertain
them about the heritage. “My
sons,” he said, “I have a great treasure which I
would like to leave to you as my inheritance:
These three rings. One ring for each one of
you. I have to tell you, that one of these three
rings is a magic one; it has the power to transform the one who wears it into a good man.
The only problem is, that no one, including
myself, knows which one of the three is the
magic ring. No one can tell this, because the
three rings are absolutely identical. The only
way to know which one is the heir is to look
at him, if he is a good man.”
This story, told by the German author Lessing, was alluding to the problem associated
with the three faiths of Abraham: which one
of the three is the right heir? The same problem was confronted by Kuzari, this medieval
king of Eastern Europe who was searching
for the truth and inquired a Muslim imam,
a Jewish rabbi, and a Christian priest. Which
one of the three has inherited the magic ring?
Today, after 2000 years of sad history made
of hatred, iniquities and violence between the
three heirs, we still may wonder... This issue
of Shabbat Shalom is addressing this unpleas-

ant and disturbing question: “Which one of
the three is the heir?” We have called significant spokesmen of the three Abrahamic religions to reﬂect about this tragic story and to
challenge our comfort.
Who knows? Maybe we will immediately recognize ourselves with the magic ring. Maybe
we will reluctantly realize that our ring does
not work. Maybe, just maybe we will discover
that this magic ring does not exist, that no
one has it, unless everyone has just a bit of
it and that we ought to come together to explore the mystery, and cast the new ring to
share . . .
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